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CROTRTIA-

To us, our homeland is the most beautifu

country in the world

Ma goi s g it that way, simply
because s long centuries of fierce batles
between nd empires, powerwielders and

that ifs (rnmord ed beauties must have bee

mbats.

proudly belie
cause of ff

...superlatives..

The most beautiful, the most inferesting, the oldest and the healthi-
est, the best and the most... We inherited all these when we inher-
ited the land from our ancestors. It seems, though, |
we've dlso inherited a slight proneness lo exaggeration. Being ihe
way we are, we can't help thinking that no other country is as beau-
tiful as ours; yet we have a feeling that you won't be offended !

hat from them

..and now...
Now that wi

vou will ’u

have, at the very beginning, admitted our weakness
superlatives i

text throu

e lo yo
if you decide fo c

ome of the g

U can see, hear, feel, experience
and be our guest, if not longer, then just for a few minutes while

tning

you're readling these pages

. and again...

Again, here we are, lamenting our own decision fo write only o few
For fear of firing you, this

from this text but we hope, however

o~ ~Aa o 1am
sion made us leave out much

pages.
that this condensed imagery

will give you some nofion of Croatia's beauties

.the most

Naturally in fudvc only the things with a multiple superlo-

. raised fo the third, fourih or

ike the most

Maybe.

After all. here it is

right in front of your eyes... so see it for yourselfl



CROATIA LIKE A PICTURE,
A PICTURE LIKE CROATIA







.\ isn't really Croafian fiction that the Eastern Adriatic coast is the most beaufful coast in the
nean! As a matter of fact, this is something we have leart from ofhers including globe-

irotiers, famous seaforers and even Roman Emperors! The Romans chose this coast to seffle and built

their villas, palaces - whole towns in fact 1o indulge inleisure, entertainment and delight. Nowhere
el

ughout the Mediterranean will you find so many islands, bays, coves, piciuresque beact
nd cliffs gilded with sunshine. What we have just said is maybe best proved by the fact that as
many as five of the eight National Parks ond five Nature Parks are located here







and Molovun in Isfria, Vibnik and Lut

the islands of Krk and Cres

churches, palaces ond pavements of

Dubr and Zadar; in the balustra
Koréula; ond particulorly in the monument
Sibenik Cathedral wreathed in sculplured por
traifs. of medieval cilizens of Sibenik; not to
mention the villas on the Brijuni archipelago or
the monumental churchfowers in Pula







the
ine

lerranean af its best, all you have fo do is visit i and it

of the Adriatic Sea is often called the jewel







.ha'e olive groves end, confinental Croatia begins. Cypresses with the woods of Ueka moun-
fain above them are replaced by the pine and fir rees of Gorski Kofar. As coniferous foresfs spread
across the hills, vineydirds are grodually replaced by rich grasslands descending downhill fo the-
orchards, vegetable patches and gardens of the redoofed village houses in the valley.
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Rastoki, @
the capital of C

and

ituated on the

gentle hills which

are covered with carefully

culiivated vineyards ascend-

ing almost fo the fop where,

very often, you will nofice the

graceful Barogque belHower
of the village church.







Passing through a numbx

and Osijek, both famous for

here, before flowing into the Danube, the

Kopacki Rit (anof

Southeast of Kopacki Rit lies Vukovar close fo which is the famous archeo
Vigedol after which the 5000 yearold culture has been named. In the fur
ner of Croatio, fowering above the: River Danube, is the fortified old fown
renowned for ifs excellent wines
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Treasuries of historical
vicissitudes ond /asnng memories

environments thot have been mou\dmc their shope for hundreds, if not lhousonds of years.
Fn m Hum in Istria which, with some twenly houses, is generally considered the smallest town in
ihe world, fo Zagreb, the Croation capifal with a populafion of almest o million, you will experi-
e worm hospitalify and openheartedness of local people.

Alorge city today, Zagreb owes most of its beauty and charm fo the periods of Baroque, Clossi
cism and Secession when ifs populafion wos less than onetenth of what it is foday. If offers numer-
ous museums, artgalleries, theatres, churches and gordens; the upper fown, the heart of old
overflows with life. With numerous coffee shops, pubs, clubs, crowded sfrests and




fuated amidst a picturesque
deny that it takes n

with ifs palaces and churc
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t that Split s the busies! «
coost; the origin and junction of all mid-Adriafic ransp

southern spirit; the liveliest oldtimer among all Croatian ciries




Sergius family, the Herc
mple and many more

crossroads for over two thousand years, foda
also a starting point for those who cho
picturesque

What can one say about the numerous fi

]
| J d

No, if's not that we've forgotien to mention Opafila, our cld:
est seaside resort famous for its glamorous finde-siecle hoels,
or Osijek, the fown which features perfect harmony between
Baroque, Classicism and Secession styles af the other end of
the country! But we simply have to stop somewhere and allow
you fo discover something for yourself and thus add o new.
and precious stone fo your freasury of memories.




Jewels that remember long
and are long remembered

hout Croafia you can vi

ovar, Regreffully, the latier was badly
itadels and stronghold: fated by past cen-

orfification clusters: af Ston, Hvar, Kaptol (Colle
Karlovoc and “Tvida” in Osijek and the old town in llok.
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CULTURE

Centuries of pride

S—
STORY A

n Croatia, fortfied towns are no rarily. Long ago many summer residences and even church-
&s were built as fortresses. It seems that no matter how often we are faught that it is not only by
war that the history of @ nation is defermined, the historical desfiny of all beautiful countries has
always been a destiny of repeated wars. Throughout the ages countries and their peaples have
been victims of enemy raids and plunders; their goods taken away and their cullure ruined. Even
50, it seems that the culture of any nation survives with ifs people. Our culture has survived and is
offered foday to our friends and quests for their pleasure and delight. Despite many a war fought
against Tatars, Franconians, Venetians, Turks and Serbs, the Croats have succeeded in refaining
their homeland whose abundant beauty reflects the richness of their fradition and culture
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NIN - CHURCH, ST. NICHOLAS (121h c

the first 7th-century record, many other documents have been
d ond are precious fesfimony recording as they do the reigns
of the oldest Croatian princes and kings since the 9th century. Among
the most valuable are Preromanesque sione monuments with glagolific
scriptures (AD 1100} and some rich collections of illuminated
Glagoliic manuscripts originafing mosfly. from the 13th fo the 17th
centuries. Due fo ifs extraordinary af expressiveness, the pre-
Romanesque period bears the greotest importance, particularly in
architecture, However, our progress was for many centuries inerlaced
with that of other European nations and the Croats fook their part in
the development and use of European arfisfic styles. The first Croatian
prining-house begon work in Kosinj less than thirty years after Guterr
berg had invented the prinfing machine, and the first public theafre in
Europe was opened in Hvar. Thanks fo a strong and uninferrupted
Catholic tradition there has also been an impressive amount of lfero-
ture writeen in Latin and the Lafin language was used as the official
language in the Croation Parliament fill the end of the 19t century.
Croatian wrilers, musicians, painters, sculpiors and architects have
contributed grealy fo the culture of our civilisation. From the Middle
Ages down fo foday our philosophers, scientists and inventors have
wiitien many pages in the book of world heritage.

HVAR - THE THEATRE

THE DUBROVNIK SUMMER FESTIVAL



f sanctities

=

i .umg adopted Christianity in the 8th century, the Croats started fo build femples. Some of these fem-
ples are stil objects of keen inferest among experts and are generally considered fo be the most important
contribution of Croatian architects fo the European architectural fradifion.

Along the coast, from Isiia fo Dubrovnik, there are many fine examples of monumental bulldings of wor-
ship: the church of St. Donat on the island of Kik, St. Spas's Church on the Cefina river, the church of The
Holy Cross in Nin, the church of St. Donat in Zadar, the Holy Trinity Church in Split and the church of Sta
Demetrius
Churches dating from later periods embody the features or sacral architecture typical of the epoch they
belong lo. We are proud fo have such examples as all of them reflect gentine delicacy of various archi-
fectural styles. They are: Trogir Cathedral, the Cathedral of St. Tripun, (in Kotor, foday on the ferritory of
Mortenegro] and Split Cathedral (reconsiruction of Dioclefian’s mausoleum dating from the 4th century AD).
TROGR - THE CATHEDRAL SIBENIK - THE CATHEDRAL




the Renaissan
hitect Juraj Dalmatinac) are includ
The Renaissance C

ir churches that it is churches that they are recognized, for example the four
fowers in Rab, the f St Donat, St. Anastasia’s Cathedral and the ¢
Simun, all in Zadar
Scattered around lstiia are numerous lifle churches which house remarkable freas
as medieval wall paintings (Beram, ¢ nt of Kastav) or Glagoli
A great number of copper 'bulbs” on churchiowers in coninental Croatia are easily
nized as a characterisiic architectural element dating from the Barogue period. Man
fian churches are dedicated fo the Holy Virgin, for example the richly omamented Baroque
church of Our lody of the s in Belec. Churches dedicated to the Holy Virgin have been
and siill are among the most popu\n' shrines in Croatia. The most popular are: God's Motk
er of Bistica, God's Mother of Trsat, Our Lady of Sinj, Our Lady of the Iskands, in Sofin, Qur
lady of Vocin, Our Lady of Consolafion, in Aljmas, Our Lady of Remete, God's Mother of
Jerusalem, There are only wo sanctucries in Croatia hat ore nof dedicated fo Our Lody:
Svetisie Predragociene /e in ludbreg and the church of St. Joseph in Karlovac.
The walls of Benedictine, Paulist, Franciscan, Dominican and Jesuit monasteries have for
many cenfuries been guardians of numerous remarkable accomplishments of the Crotian
spirit, thought and creaf

VA - MONASTERY/CHURCH OF ST. JERONIM







.ven in terms of European proportions, Croatia is a country of comparatively small land sur-
face. The number of National Parks - as many as eight - may seem surprisingly great, but only
fo those who haven't visited them and therefore are not aware to what extent the natural heritage

of our country has been preserved.

Absolutely dominant in the coastal region is the Kornati National Park, the most indented arch-
ipelago in the Mediterranean Sea. With some 140 uninhabited islands and islets Kornafi is o
frue labyrinth of sea and rocks, famous for its high cliffs and most unusual forms of relief. The
archipelago of Komai is among the most favoured desfinations for sailors

ENICA NATIONAL PARK

PAKLI

J

VELEBIT NATIONAL PARK

The Paklenica National Park
encompasses the southern side of
Velebit, the biggest mountain ma
ssif in Croatia. The Park extends
from the highest peaks down to
the sea. It has been nomed after
Velika (big| Poklenica and Mala
(litte) Paklenica, two impressive
canyons with many caves and
magnificent relief forms. Because
of its obundant flora and fauna,
Velebit has been proclaimed o
World Biosphere Reserve and its
northem part a National Park
The Park embraces two Nature
Parks: Rozanski and Hajduck
kukovi, both known for attractive
karst scenery, and the famous Luk
ina joma, one one of the despest
sinkholes in the world, The world
renowned Velebit Botanical Gor-
dens are also located here




estern coast of
of two large
he Brijuni

ri-

i park and the ancient
a Roman Polace, Byzantine
Casfrum, efc




g Dalmatia. Thick
it a perfect place for wild




nningly beautiful island of Mljet. I m part with
1 declared a National Park and because of their very narrow

ys are called lakes. The remains of ancient monuments and the

e monastery situated on the small island in the middle of the bay,
seductive island in the Adriafic




Itis famous for i
CKIRT, @ large wefland area
rich and varied plant and animal life. Numerous fish species live here alc
ing birds and al
LONJSKO POLE is another marshland by the River S
Gradiska. It is one of the lorgest and best preserved weflands
impressive are the vast oak woodlands which are home
A special afiraction are the sforks
roofs of their autochthonous wooden
MEDVEDNICA is @ mountain near the capital city, Zagreb. Even though it is \

o the major urban centre, it is a profected conservation area of beech and fir f

many  natural monuments such as caves, waterfalls and canyons. Medvednica is by far
the most popular weekend resort of the inhabitants of Zagreb.
ICA, the southwest part of Dugi ook in central Dalmatia, has a deep and spacious
bay of the same name (Duga uvala). In the bay there are a few lovely islets. On the island,
right off the shore, is a small salt loke and on s side facing the open sea are famor
rising s high as 180 mefers above the sea. This is one of e spofs most favoured : DNICA NATURE PA

N
SN




ON THE ISLAND OF KRK




of the North
nd of Susok
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CROATIA
Where the beach

ur dream can be yours truf

.ny experienced sailor who has visited the Croatian coastine and has uflized the faciliies of
numerous marinas all the year round, knows that our islands are situated in the most beauiful
Medjterranean aquatorium. During the sailing season they will always be able fo find a safe port
in one of the thousands of calm and peaceful inlets or azure bays. Those who prefer kayaks or
canoes can also explore the beauties of not only the coosf, but of the rushing sireams, rivers and
wateralls in the hinterland

Of course, rafting brings additional excitement, just like horseviding, cycling, playing goff, hunfing,
fishing, diving, hiking, rekking, rock-limbing, gliding, skiing, windsurfing or anything else thot goes
with an "aciive holiday’. If you are @ mushroom-gatherer, why not fry it here? Or, maybe, you would
prefer picking medicinal herbs, camping, or flying in a balloon... If you like concerts ond theatre,
we are sure you will find something to your liking in the programs of cur tradifional summer festivals













.hen we soy that a foble is laid for you, we do not really always mean o foble. Besides hotel restauranis and other fancy ploces where
medls are served according fo the highest Euopean gasironomic and epicurion siandards, you can also eaf delicious food and drink excet
Jent wines in fradifional tavernas where tables are often replaced by roughly fimmed boards. As an altemative fo restourants you may enjoy
siting in o wine cellor o in a vineyard cotiage where the table is very effectively replaced by o barrel. Country cuisine, we believe, repre-
sens our gastionomic radifion best and the signposts long our "wine-roads" are fhe best visual clues for thorough cenological studes

Our table is 'the meefing point" of ialian, Hungarian, Ausirian and Oriental cuisines which are mixed in unimagined combinations with native:
culinary tradition. In Croatia, there are more than fift different indigenous dishes and as many autochthonous kinds of cheese and dessert
Recommended specialties include barbecued meat, Dalmation smoked ham [proscito, sheep cheese and kulen (paprikafiavoured salami).
In the confinenil area, very popular dishes include furkey served with mlinci (boked dough soaked with fukey sauce] and sirukle with cheese
{sally pasty with cheese]. In the coasial area, popular dishes include Dolmatiansiyle fish stew; seafood soup and seafood salod.

Many centuries of wine growing hove resulied in o variey of excellent wines, some of which have "conquered" fables throughout the world
and won presfigious prizes. The popular red wines of Mediterranean Croafia include: feran, merlot, cabernet, opolo, plavac, dingoé and
postup. Popular white wines include: malvazia, posip, pind!, kujundzusa and muscat, Continental Croatia offers mosfly white wines such
as grasevina, bijeli burgundac, rizling and framinac. When it comes fo liquor, we stongly recommend fravarica [herb brandy, lozovaga.
and sljivovica [plum brandy). Prosek and maraschino are delicious homemade desert drinks the savour of which will be long remembered.
These, foo, are the gifis from God which we gladly offer fo our friends and guests for fiue and unforgetiable delight.
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A l 1 AYYT D) ‘Y W‘Q PECULARTIES
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\/\/hof disﬁnguishes us
from the others

- The earliest 5000 years old European caler-
dor known today is the calendar discovered
on a ceramic vessel [terrine]. The pof belongs
to the Vucedol culture and is decorated with
four parallel bonds representing the four
seasons. The symbols represent vorious zod-
acs ossigned fo for individual ports of the

.he city walls of Dubrovnik are the best preserved fortification system in Europe.
arantine hospital in Europe wos established in Dubrovnik in the 14t cenfury. Although some-

ed, it sill exists on the location known s Lazaret
ciscon Monastery in Dubrovnik [Samoston Male brace), there is one of the fhree oldest Euro-

sharmacies (it wos there as early as 1317). - OldCroatian pre-Romanesque it church-
'h century on, he Croats wrote in their own Glogolifc script. It was used, in porallel with Lafin &g \ere bt s temples, but o clocks and
script, 1l the 18th century. A huge number of historical records was witten in Glagolific scrpt, from parish  colendars, foo, There is no other place in
o the inscriptions on the walls of some churches. It is sfill tought in some schools in Istia and Hivatsko  the world  with so many well preserved
objects using surrbeams for telling the time
of the doy (clock} as well as that of the year
(colendar)

nd has it, Marco Polo (1254-1324), the famous seafarer and discoverer of China, was born in
n of Koréula on the island of the same name.
ovic [1498-1578) was the greatest Renaissance miniaturist {often called the Michelangelo of the

0V (15201590}, known as the reformer of church insfitufions and
considered one of the most meritorious ‘architects® of Rome, came from Croatia, foo.
Tesla [1856-1943), the greatest invenlor in the field of electricily worldwide, was bor in Croat-
known invention s altemafing current, without which we can hordly imogine our life today.
an baron Franjo Trenk (1711-1749) founded the first military band In Europe. - Istrian gomut - o specific sequence of nofes
f pencil you use most offen (the mechanical pencil] and the fountain pen were invented in. 1906 and halfnotes, cheracterizing Istrian native
b Penkala of Zogreb (1871-1922). music, usually performed on a popular insiru-
in, the lmqe dirigible airship constructed from metal, was originally invented by David - met the rozenice

purchased his invention, constructed the

b, Ferdinand Zeppelin lof

¢ (1858-1924)



“AND SOME MORE...

~ The Passion procession
{through seven churches) on
the island of Hvar has been a
iradition since the Middle
Ages and the songs sung by
the people walking in proces-
sion are by European musicol
ogists considered fo be the old-
est Passion songs in Europe.

- The first noval museum in the

world was founded in Pula in
1870.

FASHION

- The only nafio- - Wearing a kravata (the
tie) was originally a fosh-
Europe, show- ion in Crodfia. In the
ing women's 18th century it was enthu-

legs above the  siasfically adopted by the

nal costume in

knees, is wom  French and, seemingly,
by womenon by the rest of the world -
the island of ot least over the past two-
Susak. and-rhalf centuries.

NATURE

- The longest karst cave in Europe is Lukina joma on the Velebit moun-
tain.

- The lost oasis of the European whiteheaded vulture is located on the
islond of Cres.

- The lost specimen of the Mediterranean monk seal lives in the Croa-
fion aquatorium.

- The oldest and the biggest (S0 cm] variety of jellyfish known today
was discovered in the lokes on the islond of Mijet (Mijet National
Park].

- Numerous endemic species of flora and fauna, to mention only the
endemic plant Degenia velebifica and the sirange blue frog found in
Zagreb.
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bout all

ou in thes sounds of the s

twit

fer or If

fnese we cannot convey fo you.

like we cannot bring you the melodious sound ¢

singing in the narrow lanes of Dalmatian

the vivacious playing on the "tambura” on a
nian tworhorse carriage. These you

sl

yoursel

How can we make you smell the sweet perfume «

ac or lavender on

e on the island of B

immorte

Hvar? How can we mal smell old parchment

1ow can we ma

4
nastery libraries or hear the rustle

e or the snap of a sail hit by

s in the bre

2 And, finally, how can we make you feel the

a squal

freshness ¢

ar sea info wh plunge

tak

s the faste of

ed

beach? How fo ¢
or that of grilled crabé H

plavac I

ow fo experience
the flicker of moonlight on a calm sea@ How fo retell
the fouch of a loved hand in the fragrant shade o

)
ese

we wish fo engage your affention and steal
fyour time in the first place@

You have seen and read a few pag

A .
ou some notion of fhe most beautitul country

e world. That is, the country most £

n't insist. After all, we may have

srated just a litfe. The fruth of the matte
and perhaps you will agree, there are actually wo

i [ 5 I |
most beautitul countries in fhe worlic

r Croatial

CROTRTIA-



Hrvatska turisticka zajednica

Iblerow trg 10/V, p.p.251; 10000 Zogreb, Hrvatska
Tel.:+385 146 99 333; Fox:+385 14557827
Internet: www.hrvaskahr

E-moil: info@htz hr
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